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-the conceit of *I am' or ego, and sakkayadifthi (asakti-drh ti ?),
attachment to ego or 'what is not self. A bhikku 'becomes an
Aryan if this conceit is abandoned, destroyed to the very root,
unable to sprout again' (Anguttara Nikaya, 2.346-347), Thus,
the emphasis is on knowing what is not self, so that in this
process of negation, netivdda, one may discover the true self,
the existence of which is tacitly assumed.

While staying at Kosambi in the Simsapa grove, the Buddha
explained that just as there were many more leaves in the trees
than in his hands, similarly, "there is much more (truth), which
I have learned and have not told you, than that which I have
told you. The things, -which knowingly / have not announced to
you, are more because these are not connected with the essen-
tials, of the holy life".

(Simsapa Sutta, Samyutta Nikaya, 5. 437)

Is this a doctrine of nothingness or agnosticism ? He dis-
suaded his disciples to indulge in metaphysical discussions,
because other (metaphysical) truths, which the Buddha had
realised, "bring no profit, do not conduce to progress in holi-
ness, to nirvana"'. When Malunkyaputta went on pressing for
answers to his metaphysical queries, the Buddha shot a counter-
- question :

*'Does a man, hit by poisoned arrow, refuse to be treated
by the doctor unless he knows who shot the arrow ?**

(Majjhima, 63)*

The clearest statement by the Buddha against annihilation
(ticcheda) theory is to be found in the Udana :

"There is a sphere, where there is neither earth, nor water,
nor nothingness, nor perception, nor absence of perception,

*Shri Ramakrishna has given a similar message : having entered the
man go-grove, better eat sweet mangoes rather than counting them!
This is not agnosticism but a positive realism.